Italian Department


1. Find three titles from the online articles and predict what the contents might be. 

“A Problem of Menus”
Something might happen to people when they order food in a restaurant. (Language problem, difficulties of reading the menu, etc.)

“A Rough Ride for Asian E-Travel”
Nowadays we can visit scenic spots in Asia by surfing the Internet.

“Natural Beauty”
Introducing beautiful and natural scenic spots in the world.

2. Find three paragraphs from three different online articles and predict what the contents might be from the first and last sentences of each paragraph.

A Problem of Menus

The first sentence:

The Spanish government, aware that the golden rewards of tourism could evaporate as quickly as they appeared, has taken sensible steps to protect the tourist
The last sentence:

By ordering from this menu one can eat really well in Spain and at about half the price one would expect to pay in either France or Italy.
Prediction:

The Spanish government announces some steps to make tourists travel satisfyingly. One of the steps is to have a better bargain in Spanish restaurant than in either France or Italy.
A Rough Ride for Asian E-Travel

The first sentence:

Janine Graham, CNN Correspondent
For this Singaporean businessman, it's the end of a routine trip to Hong Kong.
The last sentence:

But there's something different these days about his business travel--it's all booked over the Internet.
Prediction:

Nowadays people can take a trip without spending too much money, which is to have a business travel. In addition, we can do it very fast as long as we register it by surfing the Internet!

Natural Beauty

The first sentence:

Kenting National Park is located at the southern tip of Taiwan.
The last sentence:

This is the only tropical part of Taiwan, and it is home to many different kinds of plants and animals.
Predictions

It’s a brief introduction about features of Kenting National Park.

3. Find 3 articles and predict what these articles could be by reading the first and last paragraphs of each.
A Problem of Menus

The first paragraph:

The Spanish government, aware that the golden rewards of tourism could evaporate as quickly as they appeared, has taken sensible steps to protect the tourist.... Restaurants are required to offer, in addition to their a la carte menus, a special tourist menu from which one can get a good meal and a bottle of wine at a fixed price. By ordering from this menu one can eat really well in Spain and at about half the price one would expect to pay in either France or Italy.
The last paragraph:

At this point the waiter brought my chicken, and I am embarrassed to report that it smelled just like the partridge. It was one of the worst-cooked, poorly presented and evilest-smelling chickens I had ever been served and was obviously inedible. I tried cutting off a small piece, but blood ran out the end and the smell increased. I followed through and tasted it, but it was truly awful and I must have made a face, for the Englishman reached over, cut himself a helping, cut it into pieces and tried one while giving the other to his wife. Neither could eat the sample, whereupon the Englishman smiled indulgently and said very softly, "See what I mean?"
Prediction:

In order to promote tourism, the Spanish government offers tourists a special price to eat in restaurants, but travelers find that the food is not tasty at all.
A Rough Ride for Asian E-Travel
The first paragraph:

Janine Graham, CNN Correspondent 
For this Singaporean businessman, it's the end of a routine trip to Hong Kong. But there's something different these days about his business travel--it's all booked over the Internet.
The last paragraph:

Many are predicting a boom in e-travel in Asia, even tough so far the industry's had a rough ride. And it still remains to be seen whether the journey online will be a safe one.
Prediction:

Lots of people often surf the Internet to get the latest information. The travel agencies in Singapore start to set up interesting websites to provide the necessary information and make it possible for tourists to make reservation on line. 

Natural Beauty

The first paragraph:

Kenting National Park is located at the southern tip of Taiwan. This is the only tropical part of Taiwan, and it is home to many different kinds of plants and animals.

The last paragraph:

The park is not only for people to enjoy, but also for people to learn about the environment. Many students and scientists use the park as a place to study and learn how to protect the environment.
Prediction:

This article tells us that Kenting National Park is not only a wonderful place to have fun but also to learn to treasure the tropical and rare species in southern Taiwan. 

