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Response Worksheet—Poem

	1. Who is the speaker?

A child. (He spoke to his father).

	2. What is the poem about?

A child wrote the poem to thank his father.  Because on winder Sundays, Father always got up early to make the fire blaze in order to warm the rooms.  As a result, the child could rise and dress comfortably.  The child somewhat regretted that he didn’t appreciate his father who had done so many menial jobs for him.


	3. List at least 3 images (go to handouts for reference) and justify their appropriateness. 
1. I’d wake and hear the cold, splintering, breaking. (aural image)

→ I think it is appropriate to regard cold as splintering and breaking, because sometimes we could feel that our hands or skin splinter and break because of the cold weather.

2. What did know, what did I know of love’s austere and lonely offices? (metaphor)

→ I think it’s good to describe offices the father did as austere and lonely. It makes readers understand what the poet tried to explain

3. Sundays too my father got up early and put his clothes on in the blue black cold. (visual image)

→ It’s proper.  I think the poet tried to express that his father got up while the sun hadn’t risen completely.  So it’s kind of dark outside the house.


	4. Tell why you like or dislike this poem (with substantial reasons).

I quite like this poem.  First, I have the same feeling with the child, because sometimes I’ll feel embarrassed, I dare not speak out my appreciation for my father face to face.  Besides, I found that the child actually knew what the father had done for him before he got up.  It’s obvious that the child is concerned about his father very much.  And I like the way the author used a poem to express his feelings deeply.  It makes me think maybe I can use a card for my father instead of speaking to him.



